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Bruche Primary School Academy  
Seymour Drive, Padgate, Warrington, WA1 3TT 

Tel: 01925 815772 
Executive Headteacher: Mr C Jones 
School: www.brucheprimary.co.uk 

Multi academy trust: wpat.warrington.sch.uk 
Bruche.office@wpat.uk 

@Bruche_P_School 

Welcome to our last newsletter of 2024! 
Thank you to everyone for the fantastic turnout at the Christmas Fair on Wednesday. We raised over £1000 
which brings our fundraising total to just over £6000! We really do have the best PTA!  
 
We wish all the best to Miss Bostock who is starting her maternity leave after today and all members of staff 
have asked me to thank you for their gifts – they are very much appreciated!  
 
We trialled a new way of communicating with you this week, which seemed to work very well! We have 
shared some of the wonderful comments that you made about the Christmas performances with our 
children. You may have noticed that the two football pens on the playground have been removed. We are 
waiting for a purpose-built sports arena to be delivered in January which will have netting and boards 
around the sides.  
 
In January we will be using a new way of informing you of any accidents your child has had in school. It will 
all be done through text messages and email so please make sure we have your most up to date information. 
 
We also shared with you last week the link to comment of the proposed admissions criteria for Bruche 
Academy through school which will be applicable from September 2026. We would strongly encourage you 
to comment about anything you feel is missing from the admissions criteria. 
 
As you know after Christmas, I will be spending more of my time at Beamont Primary Academy. I will still be 
popping over to Bruche so hopefully I will continue to catch up with some of you then. A reminder that Mr 
Gould will take the role as Head of School and Miss Kerrigan will be our Deputy Headteacher. 
 
Finally, we have been named the top primary school in Warrington, and in the top 1% of schools nationally 
(Bruche is 159th best out of 16764). This is a fantastic achievement and something we could not have done 
without your fantastic support. Well done everyone! More details are here. 
 
On behalf of myself, our children, staff and school governors I wish you all a Happy Christmas and New Year! 
All the best! 
Mr Jones 
 

http://www.brucheprimary.co.uk/
mailto:Bruche.office@wpat.uk
https://www.warringtonguardian.co.uk/news/24806044.best-worst-performing-primary-schools-warrington-revealed/
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Communication Corner 
Diary Dates  
 
06.01.2025 School re-opens 
07.01.2025 Cinderella Pantomime trip - Reception- Year 6 
14.01.2025 Catch up children’s individual photographs- Tempest 
14.02.2025 School closes for the half term break 
 
24.02.2025 School reopens  
 
Abcd = New addition to the diary dates 
Abcd = parents attendance 
Abcd = PTA events 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Message to Parents - Road Safety 
 
Now Winter is here, please remember to be extra vigilant and considerate 
when driving, parking and reversing in the neighbouring streets around 
school. There have been further near misses around Seymour Drive this 
week so do remember to look carefully before you start reversing. You 
should: 

• use all your mirrors 
• check the ‘blind spot’ behind you  
• check there are no pedestrians (particularly children), cyclists, 

other road users or obstructions in the road or pavement 
behind you. 

We recognise it is a busy time and folk are rushing but let’s help keep one 
another and our children safe. Our Police Community Officers and Traffic 
Wardens will continue to keep a watchful eye on activity. Most of you are 
responsible drivers and know this already but please take extra care. 



 

Page 3 of 16 
 

(ISSUE 13) BRUCHE PRIMARY ACADEMY SCHOOL – 20.12.2024 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Page 4 of 16 
 

(ISSUE 13) BRUCHE PRIMARY ACADEMY SCHOOL – 20.12.2024 

Special Mentions 
 
Nursery - Hallie Sorton – Hallie has been demonstrating super fine motor skills and this week she 
started writing H for Hallie on her pieces of work.  
Well Done Hallie! 
 
Reception - Thomas Remmert- Gormley for amazing reading this term and recognising lots of their 
initial sounds in order to read cvc words independently.  
 
Year 1 - Edward Hitchmough and Edith Manuel for trying their best and reading our class poem 
beautifully in front of the whole school! I am so proud of  
you! 
 
Year 2 - The whole of Year 2 for their amazing performance in our Christmas nativity.  
 
Year 3 - Leon Dobson for ALWAYS being SO kind to everyone around him! 
 
Year 4 - Max Coleman for performing poetry in front of the class this week. 
 
Year 5 - Max Davis for his amazing Rapping Gran poetry performance! 
 
Year 6 - Ros Barry for her brilliant poetry performance. 
 
Early Years News  
 
Nursery 
We have enjoyed a fun filled festive last week in Nursery. 
 
The children have been choosing and cutting out pictures to fill their stockings, making Christmas 
decorations, making angels, joining together the body parts to make dancing snowmen and Father 
Christmas’s and making concertina Christmas trees.  
 
We have been drawing pictures of what we would like to ask Father Christmas to bring on Christmas 
eve and we have been joining linking shapes together to create our own Christmas chain 
decorations. 
 
Our busy week was complete with the most enjoyable and magical visit to our outdoor cabin 
classroom where we met Father Christmas and shared Christmas songs around the log fire.  
 
We all enjoyed playing party games, dancing and indulging in festive party food as we shared in 
celebrating our own Christmas Party to finish of the term. 
We wish you all the most enjoyable and magical Christmas and look forward to seeing you all in the 
new year. 
 
Well Done Nursery. 
Best wishes. 
Mrs Wallace 
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Reception 
This week the children have been extremely excited to take part in a range of Christmas themed 
activities. The children have been making Christmas cards and calendars, writing CVC words on 
Christmas cars, and using their creativity to make snowflakes and paint beautiful winter scenes. 
 
In Maths, the children have been using Numicon to make Santa's Elves in the workshop. They have 
been exploring the different ways to make 5, using a part whole model to show their understanding. 
 
The children have a BIG surprise on Friday, as Father Christmas will be visiting Bruche to say hello 
and welcome them all to the grotto! I can't wait to see their reactions on Friday!  
 
Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to say that I wish you all a very Happy Christmas and the 
best New Year! I'm going to miss all of reception class as I start my next journey as a Mum. I wish 
you all the very best, and I'm sure the children will continue to thrive and shine for the rest of the 
year and beyond.  
 
Take care everyone, 
 
See you soon, 
 
Miss Bostock  
 
Key Stage 1 News 
 
Year 1 
 
This week Year 1 have been fantastic!  
This week it was KS1 Christmas performance and we really enjoyed showing everyone our Noisy 
Nativity! We loved singing and dancing to all of the songs! 
 
In Geography, we discussed the different compass points and directed the Naughty Bus to his safe 
spot. We used vocabulary such as North, East, South and West and wrote the directions down in our 
books.  
 
In Maths, we consolidated our knowledge on different number bonds and started to talk about part, 
part whole models. We used these models to problem solve different subtraction and addition 
calculations. We used number lines to help us with our counting and practised our number 
formation too! We also looked at different inverse operations and were able to use different bar 
models to help us. Later on in the week we investigated different 2D and 3D Shapes and discussed 
their properties. We really enjoyed consolidating our knowledge of shape by creating some shapes 
pictures.  
 
In Writing this week we learnt what a suffix is. We looked at different roots words and we found out 
that when we add the suffix to the root word, it can change the root word entirely. We worked in 
pairs to think of different sentences we could write using our new words with a suffix.  
 
On Thursday, we went into the hall and listened to different poems. Two children in our class were 
chosen to read our poem in front of the whole school. We were all so proud of them! 
 
On Friday, it was a very exciting day as we met Santa! We were so excited! In the afternoon we had 
a little Christmas party and danced the afternoon away! 
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Thank you to all parents for our wonderful Christmas gift, Miss Gooch and I really appreciate it. Have 
a lovely Christmas break and we will see you in the new year!  
Miss Kerrigan 
 
Year 2 
 
We started our week off with our Christmas naZvity and were so excited to share the play we’ve 
been working hard on with the rest of the school and our grownups.  All of the KS1 staff are so proud 
of the effort the children put into all three of their naZvity performances with their singing, speaking, 
acZng and dancing. 
 
In English we have conZnued to write our le[er reply to William, a character in our story. We have 
tried really hard to write in paragraphs and include all the skills we have learnt this term such as 
adjecZves, conjuncZons and quesZons. I have again been parZcularly impressed with how hard 
everyone has been trying with their handwriZng! 
 
As part of our science learning we invesZgated what a plant needs to grow healthily. We examined 
the seeds we planted at the beginning of term and found that the seeds in the light and warmth had 
germinated and started to grow tall, strong and a healthy green. We were very surprised to find the 
seed in the warmth but dark had also germinated, although it is not very healthy and is growing a 
long white stem and yellow leaves! We thought about what this tells us about what a seed needs to 
germinate and know that a seed needs warmth but only needs light a^er it has germinated. 
 
We finished our RE topic on ChrisZanity by thinking about how we can be a light to others. We 
listened to the song ‘This li[le light of mine’ and discussed how we can let our own lights shine by 
being kind, respec`ul, polite and helpful. We also thought of people in our own lives who have been 
lights to us when we have been upset or worried.  
 
We had a very exciZng DT lesson were we made our own moving cars! We learnt about wheels, axles 
and chassis’ and the difference between a fixed axle and a moving axle, thinking about where we can 
find axles in real life. We then designed and drew our own vehicle using a design criteria, thinking 
carefully about the user, appeal and purpose of our vehicle, before finally creaZng the car using a 
free axle, making sure we followed our design criteria. 
 
We have also created lots of Christmas cra^s this week to bring home. We can’t wait for you to see 
what we’ve been making! 
 
Homework 
Reading – Please read at least three Zmes and record in planners.  
English – HandwriZng pracZce and a recap of skills covered this half term. 
Maths – Recap of some key skills taught this half term including place value, number bonds and 
counZng. 
 
Thank you for all of your support this half term! 
Have a lovely Christmas and New Year, 
Miss Johnson 
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Key Stage 2 News 
Year 3   
 
In Year 3 this week we have been well and truly getting in the festive spirit! We have made our 
moving Christmas cards for our DT project and spent a long time working on these, writing 
instructions for them and designing the product. The class decided what tools and materials each of 
them needed to make their card and they all used them effectively.  
We have, of course, had our Christmas performances which all the children did so well! We have 
practiced so hard and performed amazingly!  
 
The rest of the week has been filled with films, music and lots of Christmas crafts!  
I hope you all have a wonderful Christmas and New Year and I will see you in January! 
Mrs Hogan 
 
Year 4 
In maths, we have been moved away from mental strategies and started looking at formal written 
strategies for addition and subtraction.  We have started to look at the column method and 
reminding ourselves of how we set out a column and what the procedure is. When we return we will 
continue looking at exchanging.  
 
In English, we have been looking at figurative language and how we can use similes and metaphors 
to describe Medusa by comparing her to different things to paint a picture in our minds eye. The 
children really enjoyed coming up with lots of different comparisons and using their great 
vocabulary to aid their description.  
  
The whole class performed their performance poetry this week in class and they were all fantastic, it 
was lovely to see everyone have a go and we are looking forward to having a go of a different poem 
next term. 
 
This week has been a very busy week in Year 4 preparing for our Christmas performance, the 
children have been a credit and I am sure you can all agree with me they were 'stars'. Well done Year 
4 has been very proud this week. 
 
I would love to wish all the children a very lovely Christmas and a happy new year, I hope they all 
have a fabulous holidays and look forward to hearing all their tales in January.  
Mrs Shone 
 
Year 5  
What a week! We have been so busy with our rehearsals and have done so well in our 
performances! We hope we made you all proud. 
 
We completed our maths topic of addition and subtraction ready for the new year when we 
will start our new topic of multiplication and division. 
 
On Wednesday, we had a STEM challenge! We had to build a gingerbread house for our 
gingerbread man using only cocktail sticks and jelly tots! We did a great job at thinking 
about our 3D shapes and how to structure the sticks and weight of the tots. 
 
After we read Sneezy the Snowman, we made some snowmen Christmas cards and melted 
snowman biscuits using icing, marshmallows, smarties and coloured icing pens. 



 

Page 8 of 16 
 

(ISSUE 13) BRUCHE PRIMARY ACADEMY SCHOOL – 20.12.2024 

 
I hope you all have an amazing Christmas and a well-deserved break. 
 
Miss Ratcliffe 
 
Year 6  
Year 6 have been busy completing final parts of their Christmas Truce diary entries. 
 
They have been working on long division and general mental arithmetic retrieval. 
 
They have had a well-being arts/crafts and football afternoon, where they have been displaying their 
skills to Mr Gould and Mrs Blackledge. 
 
They have performed admirably for their show - all acting, singing and dancing was outstanding! 
 
They completed auditions for performance poetry and competed in a Poetry Idol competition. 
 
They completed a Christmas booklet competition and as a reward for amazing work this term, we 
watched the film, Wonder. 
 
Thank you to all parents and carers for your support this term. The children have all made incredible 
progress and they have been an absolute pleasure to teach. Have a great Christmas and have a 
happy new year. 
Mr Gould and Mrs Blackledge. 
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Lunch Menu w/c 06.01.25 
Week 2
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BRUCHE PRIMARY SCHOOL 
Term Dates 2024-2025 

 
 Closing Date Opening Date 

Autumn 2024  04.09.24 

Autumn Half Term 18.10.24 04.11.24 

Christmas 2023 20.12.24 06.01.25 

Spring Half Term 2024 14.02.25 24.02.25 

Easter 11.04.25 22.04.25 

Bank Holidays (Good Friday and 
Easter Monday) 

18.04.25 and 21.04.25 

Bank Holiday (May Day) 05.05.25 

Summer Half Term 23.05.25 02.06.2025 

Summer 2024 18.07.25 03.09.25 

  

   INSET (Training days for staff – children not in school) 

INSET 1 02.09.24 
INSET 2 03.09.24 
INSET 3 27.06.25 
INSET 4 21.07.25 
INSET 5 22.07.25 

   
 

Holiday Dates 
October Half Term 18.10.24 – 03.11.24 
Christmas Holiday 20.12.24 – 05.01.25 
February Half Term 14.02.25 – 23.02.25 

Easter Holiday 11.04.25 – 21.04.25 
May Half Term (Whit) 23.05.25 – 01.06.25 

Summer Holiday 18.07.25- 03.09.25 
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BRUCHE PRIMARY SCHOOL 
Term Dates 2025-2026 

 
 Closing Date Opening Date 

Autumn 2024  03.09.25 

Autumn Half Term 17.10.25 03.11.25 

Christmas 2024 19.12.25 05.01.26 

Spring Half Term 2024 13.02.26 23.02.26 

Easter 02.04.26 13.04.26 

Bank Holidays (Good Friday and 
Easter Monday) 

03.04.26 and 06.04.26 

Bank Holiday (May Day) 04.05.26 

Summer Half Term 22.05.26 01.06.26 

Summer 2025 17.06.26 (TBC) 

  

   INSET (Training days for staff – children not in school) 

INSET 1 01.09.25 
INSET 2 02.09.25 
INSET 3 03.07.26 
INSET 4 20.07.26 
INSET 5 21.07.26 

   
 

Holiday Dates 
October Half Term 20.10.25 - 31.10.25 
Christmas Holiday 22.12.25 – 02.01.26 
February Half Term 16.02.26 – 20.02.26 

Easter Holiday 03.04.26 – 10.04.26 
May Half Term (Whit) 25.05.26 – 29.05.26 

Summer Holiday 20.07.26 - TBC 
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